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Alarming Condition of the
Street Hydrants.

OVER THREE THOUSAND FROZEN.
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£>iigxiL.improvement in niver

Navigation.

THE SOUND STILL FROZEN FAST.

The Hudson Bridged Opposite
Fort "Washington.

According to th« written word and tradition the
everity of the present winter has been unequalled

lor at least the past forty years. In 1835 It was
thought that the very acne of misery, resulting
from an extreme season In every way, had been
reached, and that, whatever the trouble and *uf-
ferine nniortaaate humanity might be called upon
to endure In the .'ature, an atmosphere registering
from 4 to 5 degrees above or below zero would uot
be experienced lor any lengthened period. In tact,
the winter of that rear was looked upon as an

exceedingly exceptional oue, in so far as us
rigors were concerned. The inferences wero
that the difficulties then encountered, m regard to
the arrangements of domestic and public
water works, would act as a Drecedent and
example from which the scientist in succeeding
years would draw keneiiciai deductions una conclusions.At tills time It will be remem oercd,
during the ever menor&ble Are, toe greatest difficultywas experienced m obtaining a sufficient
supply or water from the hydrants by which the
lire engines of that day could be operated. The
consequence was that hundreds of houses were
destroyed by the devouring element ami millions
of dollars' worth of damage done for which afterwardthere was fount bo representation or equivalentother than a pile of charred and desolated
rnlns. Tue lesson then learned was one which
should never have been forgotten, and t hat should
have been appreciated and proQteti by for ail time
to come. The lapse of years and immunity Iroin
similar disastrous visitations during the icy
period of each succeeding year appear to have
begot indifference and carelessness. A lire at that
time was considered to be a serious matter. Now,
however.whether it be irom familiarity with the
danger, or that this very familiarity breeds contempt.noparticular attention appears to be paid
by the authorities to the possibility oi danger that
has been lately so lorcibly pointed out and eflectuallydemonstrated.

the hydrants.
With a view ot ascertaining hy actual observationhow many of the street hydrants were in a

condition lor Immediate use, In case of suddea
emergency, such as a fire, several of the Hi bald

reporters were directed to mase a thorough anil
complete inspection of the city. Beginning early
yesterday morning tnese gen'iemen p.is ed
through street alter street, inquiring at fire eu-

gme houses and at the police statlou«, and visit.
Ing every hydrant in the city Iroin Thirty-fourth
street to the Batterv. The result was that the
irozeu hydraut was the rale, the open one an exception.To say that the city is almost defencelessin the event or a large fire is only stating tue
bare truth, for with hydrants sealed by irost the
firemen cannot get taelr apparatus in operation
as rapidly as they ought, in order to check the
progress 01 iuc n-irn-s. lue reports uerewuu

given carry their own lessons and are pregnant
with meaning. Without seeking to aUrin enr
readers it is only right that they should Know exactlythe condition or these hydrants.

ABOVE FOURTEENTH 8TRKET.
Between Fourteenth ana Thirty-fourth streets,

from nver to river, there are 981 hydrants. or
these there were only twenty-two knows to be
lit lor immediate use. The firemen had en the
previous day examined several hydrants and
thawed them ou'. All of these Hydrants were
frozen last yesterday, showing how easily tBer
get out or order la the nresence or rrest. All along
the water ironts between lairty-tourth and Fourteenthstreets, on either side, all the hydrants
were found to be sealed by front. The west side or
this district seems te have suflcrt-d less than the
east side, which la accounted for by tho fact thai
so mauy 01 me large lactones on too
west eide have their large botlera under
the street, and the heat thereby engendered keeps
the hydrants irom reezln?. The reporters going
through this district lound llrcmen at work
electing posittous for new Are hydrants, and there
were several steamers employed In thawing oat
those found frozen. It was also ascertained that
additional steamers will be set at work to-day,
though the men stated that It will be Impossible
to test all the hydrants, so they are devoting their
attention to tbo principal ones lu each Are districtin order that the supply ol water
may not be entirely cut alt. Wherever
a hydrant was iounJ to be frozen the dram*n
uncapped the aor.Uc and injected steam Herein,
the average time required to thaw out a hydrant
belug Blue minute*. Tne School snip St. Mary's, lyingat the loot ot Twenty-iiurd str*et, kast Ulver,
has oeen without water lor two days, and engine
No. 16 was yesterday sent to the dock to tliaw out
the hydrant, alter which sue filled the ship's tank*.
In the upper wards el tne city tne pe pie are sufferinggreat inconvenience becausa ol irozca
pipes, and through every street

FIRES ARB BBINO MAOn
by the plumbers to tnaw the earth so that they
can got at the lead pipes mat push in.ra the mains
to thaw them onr. Tiirse bonfires are perfect (lod

endsto tne gamins or tne city, and around every
one 01 them were gatuered groups.

Till EAST SIDE.
Fast of Broadway, Irom Fourteenth s'reet to

the Battery, tne hydrants, almost withoat exception,were irozen. But lew precautions seeia to
have been taken on the cast side to prevent a
repetition oi the latal scenes of Sunday night,
when, through the failure of the hydrants at tue
comer of Niuth street and aveuna C, aad on
Tenth street, between avenues H ana C, a woman
and her child were burued to death. Bat few nydrantsin tais neighborhood are avaiNhie for use
in any emergency, and, with the eacptiou or a
man nuaiber in the second police predict, they
re all pract<c.illy useless. In these limits there

are at least 1,200 hydrants and of them there are
ot more than six spun.

the wept sn>it.
What has been satd of the east side of the city

ta equally true 01 the west side, scarceiv a hydraut
living oeen discovered there in conui ion for In

taatuse. Tlie tlremeu have oecu working on a
laige number 01 tue plugs in this locality, more
especially lu what is kaown as tbc dry goods district.viz.,that 1 ortlon 01 the city lying north of
Tesey arreet, south or Kighth street and west or
Broadway. It ia a reaaarkablo ract that there
never was kaown so many privaie dwellings to be
At' nrl fori nf vniff ami ATM tt* nt nrflmni It*

the vlctnltr of Washington square nearly all
the residents com^um that tlieir pipes were
frozen up, and yesterday men were digging at the
muin pipe in front of Nos. fic, 69 and 04 Fourth
street. The pipes at Fireman's Ha l were frozen;
also at the Cosmopolitan Hotel, corner of Cuurabersstreet and West Broadway; a>so at spring
Street nail and many other bo IIdings 01 note.
Nearly every hydrant along the piers on the North
River side are irozun last, Botwitnstan.img m?n
are kept constantly at work tryiua 10 open theiu.

THK IHOOtlTN HYDRANTS.
Nearly all the street nvdrants 01 Brooklyn are

frozen aad have been so lor several day* past. It
la lortauate that Area aro conipurAilvely lew, in
view of the tact that several minutes are required
to thaw out the water. In about one-third of
the houses of the city the pipes are out ol order, a
lact in whlcn the plumber doth rejoice, .so in-
tense has been the frost that pipes connecting
with the main have been found irozeu lour leet
beneath tne suriace. Many blocks dapeud ou a
solitary house for water.

TKOUBI.K ON STATKN ISLAND.
A Ire, of probaoly incendiary origin, was discoveredabout lour o'clock yesterday morning iu

tbe basement of a three story brick liou.se, near
the corner of New York autf Pennsylvania avcuaca.(Jintoa, and though tne flremen were early
ai the scene and worked an beat ti.ey could, tne
building and Its contents were entirely consumed,
the inmates having barely time to escape by tne
second story windows in taeir Bight clothing. The
elsierns in me neighbors od wrre all irozeu, and
tt was impossible lor tne fire Department to coiu-
round water In any considerable quantity, conae-
oueutly tae Barnes commriuicated to a two story
Crick naeemeat aoaso ad|oiuiug, winch waa also
euifrety destroyed, dUhoag.i the mrniiura was lemoredin a damaged condition. The aonao in
which tbe are Irst oroce ont was omned by Mrs.
Adam Schl&mpe aud occupied by Charlea Kuntz as

lager beer saloon. The building waa valued at
about $9,#00 and fully insured; tne rmnliure was
onrf partial^ Uigur t-d. xtia oiu«r houaa was

NEW TOR
owned by Mrs. Caroline Wiedeman, and alao occn?ledaa a larer beer tialoon by Hermau ciaaiiius.
he building waa valued at $6,000 and insured lor

$3,000 in tbe Manhattan and other companies.
TUB 1CK BI.OCKAUR.

It haa recently become a irequent subject ol
speculation among the learned aeienttats 01 New
*oric whether the univente is undergo!** a grand
change, or whether the world ban encountered, m
her annual revolution, a Boreal wave extending
ttirengh apace. In 1S07, whea tbe lone duration ol
wintry cold extended nearly to tae middle ol
April, philosophers at oace aecliteu that tbe (lull
Stream must a.ive trot ont or order. Snbseqnent
investigations snowed the correctness ol their
tueory. The atroug westerly wind", blowing
with unusual ivrce, and continuing lor
weeks, bail cbunged materially the positionand direction 01 thli warm ocean current.
It is not possible that the same reason way be
allege^ lor tue recent continuance ol cold, w.tb
Its inevitable icy accompaniments. During tbe
present winter iuc ifrea*est obstacle to tne clearing01 the rivers has b*en the return of the tee on
tue flood tide. Tuouitb curried out to sea (or
tunes, as lias been snown by the reports ul ututiy
iiip captains, tn© noes return wrh unerring regularity,and (or tne past week have crulseu un and
down tno rivers and bay, seemingly unaffected
by their voyage. As everyone known, tho
Gull Stream in lis normal conuiuou Is
comparatively n<ar the New York coasts,
while off Newport, K. I., it extends wituin
a lew miles of land. It is lair 10 >tip ose that this
Immense oceanic river el tepid water would necessarilyhuve a great effect in melting or diminishingthe masses ol Ice carried out to sea; but
saca Joes not seem to be the case. 80 our pmlosopherscan put their heads together and debate
whether the Uulf Stream has anam temporarily
abandoned America* shores. In the immediate
vicinity «i the city there whs yesterday quite an
Improvement in the condition or tbo rivers.

AXKTK POHT WASHINGTON,
on tne Hudson, the ic s was irezen last trom snore
to shore as lar up iis Yonkcrs, ttius preventing trie
tlescont of loosened floes. There was, however,
110 appareut diminution 01 flouting ice

IN TUB NORTH KITKR.
The slips on the New York side were piled high

with larpe cakes, ami a dear surface 01 receutly
irozen ice extended nearly hall way to ttt.i jersey
shore. The terries ran with muca greater regularitythan at anv time within the last week, and
no serious accident* or delays were reported. All
the boats have beou more or less seriously injured
during the ice blockade. Paddles have been
Broken, hulls have heen stove ia aad several lerry
crait kave been rendered useless k>r weeks to
come. Happily none <tf these di&uacroas casualties
occurred ytBteiday. The aponglaesa 01 the old
a^r'i.miilttruin Af l/'p tiitrl rha t Limnnu^ nf rh ift

recently rorokd enabled tbe beau to dash throngh
it without damage. As ion* a* thepieseut ooid
weather continues no great Uimcuitv is anticipatedon tiic North Kiver: but should a protracted
ttiaw ensue, betn rivers ana the bay will be
entirely blockaded by tuo enormous quantities of
Ice waicli nave accumulated in tne lludsou.

IN THE BAT IMTBR
a great improvemeut m navigation la presented.
The Harlem and ttorrttunia boats ran regularly
during the whole ol yusterday, and tbe terries
made much more satisfactory trips. The river
was (all 01 floating fragment?, and at intervals
the floes would we in to extend entirely across.
Tiie ice, however, as tar as Barv-iu, was broken
and rottea, and the boats had no uouote m forcinga passage. At HaileU's Cove a pictu esque
sight was presented yesterday Kerning. Tne Ice
was heaped luto various tbntastic shapea and imbeddedin tbe centre of the Core was flrmiv fixed
a vagrant boathouse, that nan evidently drbted
from some residence In tbe neiithftornood. Tito
slips on the Ea»t River continue iroaen Ugbt,
wnere not biokenop by the ferry boats, and tbo
canal boats and oilier small craft ar obliged to be
cat out by gangs of men armed with axes.

IN THIi BAY
the Ice still asrlousiy obstructs navigation. The
lienry Caauncev, 01 the Paciflo Mail une, arrived
at her pier about three P. m. yesterda?. Much
time aud trouble were consumed in Retting her
alongside the wharf, as huge oakes and bergs
impeded ner progress and rendered her rudder
comparatively uBe.ens. Thu pnok who br ught
tne steamer in stated to tbe Hbkai.d reporter that
the bay wit-, full ol ice and Uiat some tr«mt>ie was
experienced while the chauneey was ai anchor.
At un»<s it was necessary to keep the engines
turning to prevent uemn dragged b. the i!oe<.
The Sound boats that have not altogether ceased
tueir tri, s are running by w.t» 01 bandy Hook.
The Boston unU Norwich line lms entirely stopped,
and one of tuc boats.tne City ol New York.is
laid up at tbe pier ior reuairs. The two
other boats ol the line, the C'lty of Norwich
and the City 01 Lawrence are ice bound at Ne w
London, lull of iceicht, anil are waitrnK ior a
CHMUoe to st-.rt for Mns city. The cap> tun 01 t n" City
o Naw York slated that, in bis opinio., it wi.uld
take at mast three duvs of steadr tliaw to re*t.>re
communication. 'Hie Boston ana stonmgton line
Is still ruuniu/, malame tue passage by »ay 01
handv Hook, The Fall River lrie to Boston vu
Newport 1* at present Idle. The steamer Newport
was despatcned oa Siooday fromN"W York. .iBd
lias arrived saftiv at her destination, but do returnsteamer uas t>een ah* to mate the passage.
Tne New Havrn boat* from I*yck slip are running:with tolerable regularity to Mott Haven,

winch la the liirtnest polut they caa ieacH iu the
pre»eut condition of the ice. Tne Hartfora ooats
are doing nothing at all and lor the labt day or two
they Have made no attempt to ruu.

IN THE SOUND
the nnpnralleled accumulation of Ice continuesin all Its thickness and solidity.
Four steamers, tne City of Harnord,
Bridgeport, Prancoaia and City 01 New
Bedford, are frozen lust oiT City Island, and there
is no apparent possibility of their speeuy release.
The ice off .sew Kochelle is lu so.ne places two eet
thick, and the (le^hclllans are disporting u,>on it
as though it were terra tlrrna. rue urn from
there t* City tslaa«l is beiugiuade constantly upon
the loe, thereby saving at least two mile* in iliataace.Numbers of aaiall crat are frozen last,
while the four steamers imprisoned are readily
reached by pedestrians and skaters. The shipirerg
aud pilots of tne Soand oelieve that a heavy >og is
necessary to melt 01 break up the Ice. and It is to
be btipeU, in the interests ol navigation, that the
wished lur Iok may hoou inake its api>earuitc->, accompaniedby a warm southerly wiud and rain.

AT Will rBSTUNK.
A telegram from tne hkkai.d station at Whltestoucsavs:."l'ne ice remains aoout the same as

previously r-ported. Besides the City of Hartford
and the Bridgeport, which remained ice bound here
since jesterUay, the Froaconia, irom Portland;
the City of Pic Mtnrg, irom New Bemord, and the
City of New Bedford, iroin New York, got fast oppositehere tnu A. U. Tae steamtug Day Spring,
wnh the scaooaer George f. Trigg, is also here.

coBtwri from New Bedford, and assisted each
o'iier materially in geitiuc thromrn tins ar. They
repor. beiiu two da/s inaniot; the distance irom
Kxecirtton LlgStttouse to Throgra' Xeck. The City
of Pncaiwrg Kept on a fall head oi steam tnrunctiouttbe day, a*id by this ui>'uhs sawed a chauiiel
from Tbroggs' Neck to Wtiitestone Point., the
others following lu uer wake. They are prorresdIriKcityward at tue rate 01 about three yards an
hour, aud tue probability is toey will arrive some
time to-morrow.

ICE TROUBLES AT BRIDGEPORT.
CO.lL BARGES FBOZEX IN THE ICS.STOPPAGE
OF WORK AT THE HOWE FACTOIlT.CUTTING A

PASSAGE.
BRiDQEroitT, Conn., Feb. 18, 1875.

Tbc tug Alert, or the Game Cock line, with six
barges laden with coal, mostly for the Howe MachineCompany, of this piacs, has been frozen la
the ice below the lighthouse for oror u week. Is
the meantime work at tue Ilowe factory hM
Mopped partially for want of coal. Yesterday a

easy of men with horses, aaws aud^ all
the tools neccusary lor Ice cutting went
upas tho Ico aid commenced cutting out
tiie channel irom trw Naugaiuck dock,
aud from the Alert up. The loo was found to *
eight inches thick about the barges, and inside
the beacons a solid root, so that tnc work was
slow. The distance to trie cut is over a mile, and
to-day it aeems proOaoie thuc tno tu* and barges
will reach the doc* by midnight. Two iurs in the
harbor belongiug to the City lino aMiat at the
work, breaking tnc lec as It is sawed into aud
keeping the cnanael open. Thero are npward of
a uiousanu tons 01 coal on uie barges ana it is
needed Hero very much.

ihiH morning a horse snd sleigh, carryin* two
persons, went out beyond the lightnouse a lull
mile and could have gone lurther with biilety. The
weather is milder, but t sere are no signs 01 a ureal:
in the Ice embargo.

NEWPORT AND NAVIGATION.
BRF.AKINQ UP OP THE ICB.ABRIVAJ. AND PKPARTUKEOP NEWPORT STEAMERS A NOVEL
EXPERIMENT WITH TORPEDOW.

Nbwport, R. I., Feb. lfl, 1875.
The Hteamor Newport, of the Old Coltny ste.nn

boat Company, which loit New York at sixteen
minutes past four o'clock P. M. yesterday, arrived
at her dock at twenty-live minutes past are
o'clock A. M. to-day, after an absence troin this
port since Tuesday, February 9. She carao via

Sandy Hook and reports an unusually good passage,and encountered but llttl* ice. No Utile
diftlculty, However, was experienced in coming
through this harbor, as the ice had not been
broken np for the past tour days and she tore her
copper forward. It was heavily planked over
upon her arrival. She was detained one hour in

landing her pilot at Sandy Hook. The Old Colony,
of the same lino, which has been here since
Wednesday morning, proceeded At noon with
a heavy load «f freight lor New Tork, being detainedfor a Sandy Hook pilot who had been sent
for upon the Newport's arrival from Tauuton to
take Ber outside ol Long Island; the company,
on account of tue buoys being oarri-d away, not
caring to trust the responsibility to their regular
inside pilot. The Newport also lett for Now York,
heavily laden, this evening at tier usual time; but
ttio iin£ am yet have not resumed tueir refiilar
iiiuo mint', rmwumiiii nre I.aMill Wltn tno 1111(lur.itaiiUiugUnit tno boat* take tne Sanuy iloolc
cour»e. Prevmiu to cne departure of the Old
Colony there were 100 car loaas oi irelght at this
place, which had arcuwiuiated on account of tae
ice euiDargo on trawit lor New York.

WALK* ON THB I('K.
Providence Rlror 19 entirely irozen ovor. and

person dow walk lioiu i'rovideuce inland to

K HERALD, WEDNESDAY,
| Rocky Point, Bristol and Pall River. The track
made by the Providence steamers is (Irmly frozen
ver every morulas. A passage way Ua* been
cm across the lorry at Pall River lor tbe steamer,
whlcu lorms the connection with the Providence,
Warren and Bristol Railroad, ana wlM. on
account ol Providence River Detujc frown over,
forms the only direct communication wutt tae
nortb part 01 tbls State.

A TOKPKDU KXrattlKINT.
Officers and employes of tbe torpedo station |

kere to-day turned tbeir experience iu th<- uianulactnreor torpedoes to practical use. Several can
torpedoes were brougat to bear npon tbe Ice
in tke harbor, and several magnificent explosions
were witnessed; tne column of water was
not thrown very bmrb, o«iu; to tbe thick Bess
of tbe ice, ont tbe ferce or tbe explosion oansed
the ice «r a distance or thirty leet by Ave feet to
be coapletely broken up and scattered in every
aireeuon. The novel suectacle was witnessed by
a large number of spectator*, who were aeeplv
interested In tbe experiments. Tfce operators
bad rneir steam launch, In which to escape after
lirultiug the torpedoes, tud thus were in no dangeroi tulllBf tbtoucii alter tbe Ice .had received
the sbock. Additional and store effective exper*
meats are expected to be made to-morrow.

THE ICE IN BOSTON BAY AND HARBOR.
SNOW AND ICE AS BEEN FROM EAKT BOSTON, LOOKINCISEAWARD.VIEW FROM THE HIGHLANDS OF
CAPE COD.CONDITION OF THE FISHERMEN AND
THE ICE-BOUND VESSELS- THE WliATUKB AT
THE CAPE.CONDITION OF THE FISHERMEN ON
THE BANKS.

BasrroN, Feb. la, 1875.
There is now just tbe least bit of relief from the

Ice fields in tbe bay; althouuh at bo time ban tbe
harbor been closed, navigation has nevertheless
been attended wltb difficulty and peril. The wn ole
space between East Boston, Wiathrop and tne
adjoining coast, Is one unbroken Held oi snow,
while ice can be seen as tar as tne
eye can reach aeaward from any place
la East Boston. The clear blue weather of
the harbor Is la market con:rast with the white.
ness which surrounds It. Broad bound and the
Nariows were mnch lumbereJ with broken Ice
yesterday, but this morning both were clear. Tbe
westerly wind, which was quite fresh last aight,
kept mnch of the braken Ice from returning "*ltli
the Hood tide. Along both sides of the bay the ice
extends miles seawartf, lor the water since tbe last
tale has been remarkably smoutb. wkicti tavors

freezing. Iu some sheltored plac< s,"between the
rocks, the lee kits drllted cuke upoa cake to such
an extent that U rents upon the bottom at ail
times ol tbe tide. The view irons tne highlands of
Cape Cod Is bleak and dreary. The whole oceau
Be 'ins ice-bound. Vineyard Sound, Nantucket
Shoals and Nantucket itself are all encased in
solid Ice.

FLOATING ICEBERGS.
Vessels bound along the coast are compelled to

jive the land a -wide berth," to avoid tne ice.

Independent or the solid frozen barrier there are

vast fields of detached Ice floating in all directions,
even to the margin of the tinl! Stream, some of
which are large enough to stave a bole in any
ordinary vessel which might have tbe bad luck to
ran into It.

ME ICE-BOUND VESSEIA
The perils threatened by the vast Ice fields in

the neighborhood 01 Cape Cod are now ha pilj removed.A day or two ago there were a njndred
or more fishing and other vessels irozcti iu, some
of mem being twenty and thirty mites
distant from communication by eittier sea
or land, and it feared tuat
either reezing or starvation would uo lie fate or
ninny. Never beiore, proo.ibiy, has Aiassacnusetts
Bay been so HioroughiyiceDou *d as dunutr rlie
co (i term from wnlih we ara just now emeiisinif.
There arc still m ny fiSiHig vessels imbedded iu
tne tee. bat the cheering news eutues rroai Frovlncetvwntbat the crews a e ^r^vidod with a
surllctent quantity of fuel and lood to bold out
until relief reaches t: em. The stories to me
eiv-ot tnat there nas been itrMi Kun'eriug anion?
Uiem are dented br the captain or tne i rovm otownsiea.. er w\. ic i arrive# here tins aftcruoou.
Oh the contrary, the men are ponectly sa e If
they remain by their vessels. at*d tf snort ot
water am provision* ineso can now readily
be ohtaiued on tne shore, wriich ih readied
without danger over the ice, and this menus
01 communication with the land is rreety used in
pass4i>K between tne vessels and »t».<ro. A large
number of the lishermen came up to the city todayIn tue cur.", having left uueir vowels in charge
la sufficient uamlxr ul bauds to m*ic alter tne

propertv, and in case the tee breaks up to work
tliein into the harbor. It was ioond advisable to
taite this course, as the stock 01 lood »as snort
and the men could be led elsewhere wltn less
trouble and expense, li tne present cold weather
Is to continue for any length oi time. Those who
stay on board eau net anpolies Irooi the snore, as
their light dories are weu suited lor trunsporta-
tion over the ice. Captain rimitu, of tne Provinceto*nsteamer. states tuat toe fisnermen since their
capture Oy the k c have «ot suffered tnucu irom tike
cold, and tbiuks that there has been no case
or iruMt-ultteu liniUi. There are irotu flitetn 10
twHty vessels iroxen in. Tiiev remain stationary
and are uot likely to su-stais any damage.

FROM WOUl>tNU to SANDWICH.
The whole bay exeendim* rorn Woodenrt to

Sandwich, a distance 01 atKhiee« miles, is oorered
with a solid Held 01 ice, aud uotomg can oe done to
extricate the vessels until au easterly wind comcs
to nrcak It ud, wneu It win quickly lall to pieces
by the actio* of the wind and sea and, spreading
out Into small Iragn>«ut.s, will enable cue fishermen
to work Ciear or it without endangering: tue saieiy
of tneir wafts.
Captain Smith called upon Mayor Cobb this

morniDtf and jrave a simple statement of the lacts
in tue case, wnich afforded reiiet to unnecessary
appreheasion.

tue weathbr at the cape.
The condition or affairs at the Cape has been

rery uiuch exaggerated in *oino 01 tue published
statement*. 1'hw moruiug tue wind at the Cape
was llglu from the nortuwest. with the thermometerfit ifen degrees above aero. The weather la.->t
night became cola enauth to make ice quite last,
and uut'.er tae influence of the low temperature
twe lee flelds are growing in extent and thickness.
A despatch received at the Mercnants' Kxcnanse

this ujoi uiug lrom Highland Ugtw, Cape Cod, reportsthai the Cm ted states revenue cutter Gaila-
tin, Captain Seideu, and twenty sail of fishermen
were at auchor off Long Point earlv this morning,and all itot under weigh aud went to sea.tae
uniiCIHl'TB tU 11911 UUU . Ill |;uibur IV lUUk «jiqi tuu

bark Eliza White, lvoui Cardenas lor liostou,
wnieh has been 011 the coast several days. Tim
cutter hai rendered tue fishermen an the aid slia
could until the weather cuaages.
The ImIk C.rrie l'urriuctoii, fiom Leghorn for

Boston, before reported among tlie ice near Provlucetoirn,remains embargoed. Captain .snuth
thinks sue is bale and will be cleared me tlrst iav*rabieibavr. Like tue ll-tbermen, site drifts with the
tide.that Is, Nhe has not aay ancsorn down. At
low water she apaears to twuch bottom, but is in
a favorable position to get clear when the wind
becomes easterly. Tbe brig, aft well an the Ushermen,are white with Ice, outside and inside. Later
acconnti from Provmcetown slut" thai tue cutler
Gallatin attempted to rcacu lite fiozen nsiieraiea,

' fliteen in number, by an opening at Woodend,
but was unable, as the Ice was too flrinly packed
together to be penetrated ; she, therefore, bucked
our, but Is at hand to send men over the ice iw
atiord personal relict should it be required.

affairs at cai's ann.
Accounts from Gloucester this evening state

that the lutense cold of the l.wt. three days has
completely placed an Ice embargo la the harooi',
which was nevei knowu before oy the oldest inhabitant.It seriously inter.eras witn the ilsbi.ig
interest, and it is impossible tor lisuermen arrivingu> get near any »tiari to discharge their Hsu.
Aimui fifty Ueorges men and Hankers are solid in
the Ice, aud Have been ready to sail for some
time. The fleet, as a general thing, are aiortniKbt
behiod time. Hie proiyai t lo >k* »ud for an linmeuiatedeparture, several coasters are irozeu lu.

attkmfts to clkar tub channel.
At a mcetiug Held in the Gloucester Mntual

Fishing Insurance Company's ofllce it was de-
ciued to seud the Uaston Tugboat Company's
boa s to break out tae several Gewrgos iuou and
Hankers anxious to ret away, i'l.e Camilla ar-
mad ou .Saturday. and found uara worg to ureak
tne channel lor tnc frelitht steamer Chaffee to get
to her dock. Ti e tug Vim came this moraine, out
the ice was thick and solid. Little has neeu dune
except to keep the channel broke for the steamer.
Tne continuation of the west winds and cold
weather as last as the ice is broken drifts it
further Into tne harbor and ireezoa it more computethan ever.

k1sukkm cm sustain itravt j.ossks.
It is a heavy damage to Gloucester and also to

the vessels arriving. Tne lossrs 01 cables nud
anchors make it quite discouraging. The schooner
(;corgo W. btetsuu arrived iroin tue (lsort;es this
morning, with the loss of '200 fatnoms ol 8>.;
inch cable ami her anchor, wliicn vu
obliged to tie cut to save tier being run uowq
ou (Jeorgc's Bank l>r the schooner liatuo B. Lewis,
also ol tnia port, who broke adritt. I lie schooner
T. L. Mayo arrived home thia wornlnr. Hie io»t a
string 01 cable anil an anchor anJ had bur windIlass smashed. Both report ibe cold luten^e, and
returned home without Dsn.

THE SKATING 8EASO*.
winter's FAVORITE sport at tile PAiiK tile

ice in fine OONDniON.
Althougn the "ball" baa been hoisted over the

Museum at tbe Park for several weeks the lovers
of skating in this city and vicinity do not seem to

grow tired or tiie sport. D*j alter day the ponds
are crowded, and on Snnaays and bright nights
the aight la really of marvellous interest. Tiioa*
sands see.* to take tut utmost pleasuro In tup
paatlme, and such afternoons na yesterday every
available standing place In good sight of the
ice is crowded, It haa been a very long tinio since
skating baa been so One.
The crowd on tbe Ice yesterday was composed

of all kinds and representatives from all the elo-
monts of pocietf. iheumail boy and bis sweet,
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chnbby-faoed sister were on band in force. Big
brothers, too, "could have been seen,"aua ever
and anon a handsome elder slater, in appropriate
and elegant costume, flitted by like a dre.iui.
Then there were family parties, and alter nightlallttie beaux and DeUes were numerous. Now
and then there were noticed suspicious tumbles
on the ice among the (air sex, and the nuacutmeattendants seemed to bave considerfthtAfllfflrnltv In lliiinn »ha nmarnUI4 hiding

to their leet, a task wntcti required taking them
around the waist ana holding tbeni uut.l recoveredirom toe shock. This in certainly a special
attraction of itself, but then it happen* on the ice
very day and lack* the charm ot uoveltv. Many

Slea.sant groups ol hall a dozen or more
elped to make up the doings of the aiteruoou.

t>nch a nuinoer ol old iriends or relatives lorm a
very ioIIt party. It is of taac particular character
of a gatneung whercoi eacn and every mcmocr
can be free without rudeness, miscriievous wnlioutill-will, affectionate without "serious Intentions,"lnttuiiie without objectionable famlilaritv,
on much wed regulated skaking ponds as uiuse at
tne I'arK.
At nignt the young and timid In a measure
ought their homes, and not until relieving their
leet of the skates did they tnlnk of the rather nippingair. For hours they had been exposed to the
cold and fluctuating wind, but minded it not.
Frosted noj>es. toes and lingers must sometimes
be eudnred l>y juveniles, anirThis was one or the
ocouslotiM. Once on i*r borne and supper, however,some of them scampered out or the
Park Just as fast as they hud buzzed
over the surface of the Ice. To make
up for the depletion by the retiring
single members of ilia crowd came clerks and
apprentices, who must have their enjoyment alter

pernaps, tlie u iture ul mo picture was not less
plcaMiujr tlten than that presented uy iluylluiic.
There was music in tlie riucmir sound of thesteelciadfeet and iu tlie laughter of women, which
irrew so contagious '.bat at last the spectators
wondered n each ono ol the gr.*ud Rathenng were
not as happy as mortal Could well be.

CONNECTICUT DEMOCRATS.

PBOCEEDINQS OF THE DEMOCRATIC BTATB CONVENTIONGOVERNOR INQERSOLIj AND THE
ENTIRE STATE TICKET UNANIMOUSLYRENOMINATED.SrEECIIOF MR. D. A. WELLS.

Hartford, Feb. 10, 1875.
The Democratlo State convention was held in

this city to-uay. Every town la the State was

represented. Mr. Charles Duraud, of l)eroy, was
chosen temporary chairman. Alter the appoint-
ment of the usual committees, Mr. David A.
Wells was elected permanent Chairman.
In taking the chair Mr. Wells spuke of a picture

In the Cauitol at Washington which symbolized
the journey of a party irom the Kates ol the East
to the El Dorado oi the West. It had Journeyed
lor years, but the goal of l,s destination had not
been reached. At last It uad reached a point
wuere the goal scorned at hand. For ten loug
years this party had journeyed over a weary
political waste, seeking lor peace and harmouy in
the country, for the abstinence o the government
from a luriher exercise of war pjwer, tor relief
liom taxation and lor a staoie government. For
s x years he had passed over dreamy plains of
Grantism.(applause) .through Butler's Gulch.
(applause).Boss Shepherd's Fiats. (applause) .
auu »uc virun muuiiicis.\.l )i|j|uuac).UII LI I Ul

last, in one glorious, irresistible wave in the lust
election, tie untamed a bright prospect. It
was lor American democrats to say
whether toe glorious movement should procceJuninterrupted. The party must plant itself
anew upon the same democratic principles wmca
underlie free government. Those principles aro
in general so plain that he who runs may read.
They were, lir.st, .that that government is best
which governs least. (Applause.) The governmentwhich does uot Interfere with the rights or
the States, readers equal Justice to all ol whatever
(tilth, hard money and taxation for revenue only.
(Applause.) w itn tuese principles the party must
go torth to victory. The speaker concluded by
rclattiiK the story ot a New iingland deacoa who
tried to sing tue uyinn beginning.

Tliy servant. Lord, with hyssop purge,
but who tailed to get beyond the Urst Hue became
interrupted by the entrance or a straggling sailor,
wh.t fill that. If hvvann in nn i « -Am®

otner herb sUouiU be tried. (Apwlau.se.) so to
purge the coimtry or these Louisiana difficulties
democratic; hjssop must be used. (Ureal applause.)

KENOSIIV ATION OK THE TICKET.
In aaswer to a motion that an iuioimal ballot be

taken lor Governor, Mr. A. E. Burr ruse and said
that although Mr. Imrersoll desire 1 to retire, the
party at tins time would not permit luui, and ttiat
tue success or tne ticket next spring depended
n united action in this Convention. He moved

inat tne old ticket tie renominated by acclamation.
Mr. Thomas M. Waller, of New London, la

seconding the motion, graceiully wittidrew tne
name or tne oandldate rrom his county, Mr.
Francis ts. Loomis. Tne entire ticket was then renominated,the Convention rising to make tne
uouiinatiou. This w.is lollowed by tremeudous
outbursts of appianso.

TUB RKSOJ.UTTON3.
The democratic ana liberal republican electors of Connecticut,in delegated couveatiou assembled, do declare
Fira.That Iree government derives Its true powers

from the consent 01 the governed: that tne (eiieral governmentis vested Willi those powers onlv which are
grunted to it by the people aud enumerated In the constitutionol the United -tates.
Second.That the public weliaie requires the supremacyof the civil over the military autnonty and freedom

ot person uuder the protection ol habeas corpus: aud
we demuiid lor the individual the largest liberty consistentwith tne public oriler.lor the .-tale, hull-government;tor tne nation a return to the methods ol peaceand to the constitutional limitations of power.

itorti.i bat we view with apprehension ntirt alarm,
and solemnly condemn as suuversive ot tree government,the recent ac ton of the federal Executive in iclcror.celo the .State of Louisiana an.I Arkansas, mid the
avowed determination ot the administration to dlnregardthe will ot the people ot tho>e States in roiereuue
to the organization of their local ari&irs.
Fourth.Thai ltie use ot kad monejrimpose* an unequal

and dishonest tax, which bears in.ist heavily on those
who work lor wages; that irredeemable paper currency,ky whatever means Known, is nail money, and
that it is a Iraud In lime of peace lor the government to
make anytliin;u legal tender excopi gold and silver ot a
tlxod standard.
h[/lh.mm tlie republican p irty has proved Itself unfitto rule, because, with unlimited opportunity, it has

fulled to make thu bad money which it tins lorced uiion
the people equal to the (food money with which It pav»
its lionillkoldeiD.
Sixth. lhat it Is no time, when Industry Is depressed

anil honest labor everywhere deprive.i of tlic opportunitylor regular and remunerative employment to Increasethr burdens 01 federal taxation and that lite orcsrntacknowledged bankruptcy of the .National Treasury
u conclusive prool of the iiicompetcncv ot the republican
party to properly adiniu.Bxr the tiscal afiiurs ot tua
country.
Sevevtk.Hint the manner In which the affairs of tins

ttM have been administered daring the pa.st two years;
the watchtul economy wiui wulcii ail departments of
t.ie Slate government have been c m.In. ted, ua I tha
dignity and iinpariialtty with which the Kxccutlve out.as
hate been pcrioriiicd are worthy ol approval by tae
electors.
Eiihtk.That we cordially aporove of the removal

by the Jjcgislaturo of 1874, ot emburassoienta tvnlch
tlie radical party had placed In the war ol free suffrago;and wc also approve ol tbc repeal of the uomst
alien law, which lhat party had adopted lor the purposeof restricting au expression ol the popular vo ce
ot the ballot boxes.
Resolved, That we present to tho consideration ot the

electors ol Connecticut the names of Charles R. lugersoil,George (l. hill, Marvin II. Manger. William K. I;aymin and Alfred R. Ooolrlch for re election to the office*
tlioy have so ablv and faithfully tilled during the past
tWOyeari; aud we Invite all the ooMrtl ive voter*
who prefer principle to party and a government ol freedomto military rule to act with us in securing their
cloctiou on the first .Monday ol April next.

BKLIQIOUS LIBERTY.
The following additional resolution, Introduced

i)j Mr. McCarthv.oi New Haven, was, alter iluou.stiuu,adopted:.
Resolved, rhat the democratic party, In Stale Con-

veniion assembled, demai.d. In the future as in the past,
for each and every cltizcn of tlie state the right of
"the exerci.-o a oil enjoyment of religious professionand worship without discrimination," and
that it condemus all opposition to and refusal to vote
lor a candidate lor otllce that originates an 1 has its
source solely irom llie religion* convictions held br
such candidate, and that we regard such opposition as
au insult to hi* laillt. an Infritigiueut ol In right a* an
American clti/.eu. as contrarv to the Jeflcrsou ian doctrineof ilemocracv and a violation of the letter and
spirit of the constitution of the Mate.
Alter the adoption of the rules providing for the

election ol delegates to future conventions lour
days before the assembling tDereoi and f be uppoiut-
mi:Lii< ui » i-iwu.u imi in uouuuii tee, iu >-onvcritton,witn turec hearty cauors lor tno iickoi, adjouraed.

ILL NEWS FOR THE TOOK.

Unless prompt and generous aid Is extended to
St. John's liuild to day lis doors win be closed tonight,for the first tluie lu eight years, The r-is
barely enougu food lu tlic storeroom to last duringthe day. Over 4,ooo different families (moro
than 20,000 persons) havo been supplied
with f'Od br the Guild during tho past
bitter season. A thousand addresses are
now on its books 01 parties who cannothe ri9Ue<i because there is nothing to oiler
them. Snould the dav go by witnout, bringing
tliera reliei it would bo a terrible blow :o t,ue pooi,
and nun:ii auilenu* uiust eu^uu iu all tbe poorer
quarters 01 tns city.

THE DESTITUTE BLIND MAN.

Mr. Henry Horgh actuowledges the receipt of the
following additional sums oi iiionev went lam for
tke blind man's lainily, No. IS Clinton street:.
lie >r*e U Dale $.>5
A iiiily s
Anonymous. ..... 5
Anonymom 1
Murv i
1 lirotiRh Tribune olhoe' .' .i.'.'.U 1

Totil

PLE SHEET.

LOUISIANA.

A Letter fri m the Chairman cf the
Conservative Ccmmittee.

.

The Testimony Adduced Before the Foster
and Hoar Committees.

Tho Same Facts by Different
Witnesses.

Washington. D. C., KeU. 14. U75.
1U 1 II K E.DITUK UK I II I. Hi UAI.U:.

Having served as chairman of the Conserve
uve Committee before th<* Returning Hoard and
toe two congressional sub-committees lat«iy at
New Orleans, a brlei nsuv>4 or the lacis elicited
beiore those bodies and a statement of the pres-
era condition of affairs In Louisiana irom me may
not be uninteresting to jour readers, and may
serve to throw some light upon those points of itic
controversy which are as yet imperfectly understood.Thanks to the energy and enterprise of
such independent journals as the Uerai.d, the
main features of the ca*e are plainly before the
general public, although the detulis necessary to
the proper understanding of the attitude
of tbo people in that oppressed state
are not as thoroughly comprehended as
Its citizens wonld desire. The Poster «ab-committeacame among us as thoroughly
encrusted with partisan prejudice as could welt
be imagined, and returned from its labors so disarmedand divested of its preconceived ideas of
our people as to present in Its report a truthful
picture of the troubles of our oppressed State.
Following almost upou its heels came the subcommittee,of which the tlon. George K. Hoar was
chairmau, and having just completed its labors,
has now retm nod and Is about to report tne resultsor its luvestigatlou. What conclusions it
may have reached or to what opinions it may
incllue 1 have no m»ans of predicting, but, |udgin*by the lalruess or its rulings and method of
inve>ux<"iou. i c:iunot well doubt irotn the evideuceeduced that It must in the main confirm uie

iei ort 01 Mr. poster and his colleagues.
The latter examination was not quite so thorougha» ttic loriuer, the number of witnesses havingbeen limited to sixty-five on the subject of in-

timldation, while the former reached ttic nci(?n-
bcrhood ol ninety upon that topic. ().' those lately
examined there were bnt three who were not
either utllce-hoiders under the Kclloug or the federalgovernment. and ine.ie three were so evt-
dently uia>ed by personal grievances or tainted
with ban character as to give little or no weight
them, too, wero the flame Witnesses wh» appeared
beiore the previous bm>-commtiiee. Not ouo of
them was ante to iu;ik.e out a single case of lutlmid:ttioiiin the « e.:it >u ol ia74, such as would stand
lor a moment in a court of justice or be>ore any
Intelligent deliberative assembly In the country.
Ilea say evidence, rumors, impressions aud opiu-
lous iorme>i tue staple ol the Kcllugjr
testimony, which. t)ii analysis, resolved it-
self into notmng as Its base, so plain
uid tins appear thai the Kellogqr counsel
found themselves forced to rail back upon ilia
tiot ol I860, the Coliax affair or 1873 und the Cousnaitamarkers 01 August., 1874, In order to create
uu impression ol unuetined aud general intimidation,to be drawn by lnierenco irom mose occur-
rences, because they iiai no posKlve lacts or indi-
cations, an.i could have nouc, because none exlsted,oy wnlch to establish their case.
Fortuuateiy lor the conservatives, the reglstra-

tiou anu election figures oi 1874 amply re<uted nils
theory without the necessity oi arguments, in
the two parishes in wuicli these places are situated
it was shown that ttie republicans elected their
whole tickets i>y a majority proportiouaie to the
ratio of population, black anu white, while in
Grant, one oi tlieui, and the scene or tne celfax riot.
the iigurcs show that eiguiy-iour per cent of tne
colored registered voted, while only seventy-three
per cent oi ibo whites registered voted, and were
*o returned by the Commissioners of Liectlon,
with the exception or u Representative In Grant,
where the republican vote being somewhat
divided oetween two candidates of their own
party, the conservative was elected by a small
plurail y. This lust pansh the Hemming Board
arbitrarily refused to roiurn. In regard to this
andsiJUiur action or tnat Board, the Uoar subcommitteehave not refrained from o;>cniy pro-
claiming, as individuals, their opinion of us utter
illegality.
Nor ran it well refuse to confirm the report of

the Foster sub-committee as to the transparent
fraud of its action, for in addition te the evidence
produced before the former snb-c*mmittee in regardto its ruuigs. and the President of the Hoard
packing the record with his own affidavit alter
the case was closed aud submitted lor judgment,
the President oi the Hoard confessed in ins
evidence before the last sub-committee
his own guilt aBd the participation therein ol the
other members by their sanction. Cumulative of
this prooi oi fraud, it transpired oe'ore the lioar
body and was exhibited oy the record mat, aitbougNall testimony wa.t closed beiore the Board
and tne oriels submitter on the 7tn of Decemoer,
two days luter, on the 9th, the Kellogg counsel
were allowed to put in tne record, uuknown to
their opponents, an unsworn aostract ol ten or
tweive affidavits, wnlcti tuey claimed to have lost,
aud thai on the ilst oi December tnc-y were atram
allowed in the same way to interpolate several
documents in prcof, aud ail ot these e.c parte
papers purporting to prove acts ol nuimidauou.
The ehort ot the Kelloirg counsel to show tu.it

the White League was organized lor this purpose
and effected it proved a signal failure, and
was so acknowledged by members or tlio subcommittee,wniie the monstrous eftort to an- w
ltsgeneral organization extending to tn- parishes
and nosulity to trie United States government
found not a scintilla ol proof in its support, it
was siiown that iu New Orleans it was an armed
protective organization, caused by a deficient
police, wno were mainly occupied wuti political
management, and tnat in the country parishes
tne league was simply a political party without
arms or other appliances than those usual in politicalcampaign*, and that its name was au ill
auv.scd misnomer. Otuer subjects were incidentallytouched upon by the later sub-commit tee
somewhat to the disadvantage of tne couservatives,and were extraneous to tne subjects wulcn
tue suo-cuiuiniitee proposed to examine. 1'or instance,the subject oi the election or 1872, aliuougti
lormlng no part of the line or investigation, was
impinged ou by cro.-H-examinatlon ol conservativewitnesses wno hau voted lor Kelloirir iu i«7J.
and who were placed on the stand to prove the
events oi 1374, and tueir testimony on tim point
was nrnue us.1 of tw dhow tne election or 187'J a
fraud on lUe part oi the conservatives, wnen u is
plain by tne rules of evidence that lor this new
matter these witnesses became witnesses lor the
Keilog* parly, and tuelr declarations testimony
lor that hide, and the conservatives were allowed
no opportunity to rebut or to show on tneir part
tne true r-sults of that election.
one ether matter, loreipn to the projected line

ot investigation us laid down by tne Hoar suoc*mnnt;ec,was touched upon, which disclosed
lrupor ant lac s. General U.tdcer, the ^upertnteudeuiof 1'oiice, testified, en cross-examination,
ta.it on tne 4tu or January General Sherman,
through General Emory, and by uieans oi tu«
police telegraph, communicated irom the Custom
tlou e to tue Mate House orders and instructious
resulting in the displacement oi the Ave conservativemembers. It in generally believed in New
Orleans that the statements In tue President's
Message must rave been made lu error, as General
8tieriuan's participation in tue events ol rtie 4tn
are well known. A atroiu effort was made to
navo the later sub-commntee examine into the
events or that (late; but, altuougu it was tnougut
to be one ol the principal purposes lor wiuea
It visited oar city, the sub-coinmiitee, by a tin
vote, reiused to proceed m that u. ruction, and
tlie.v lulled to elucidate be.ore Congress and ttio
country ibe whole manipulation by wnich Louisianalias been reduced iroin the iiifli position of
one oi the richest Common wealths in tue AmericanUnion to the condition ol an outlying province

piuu.er an nniortuuate people by a mockery of
it-1 lorms.
To relieve themselves Irom tlila sanationof desperation onr best citizens,

through their rcprcicniarives, uave nought
eveiy' means of lumoraiilo adjustment
wiihout trie a.icrifl e 01 principle. The Wheeler
proposition was re.ie tea because In it, as tuey
thoughi, was involved mi abandonment of 'lie
principles oi'tne co >tcst by recognizing the

(:(j .ovuiuiuuut anil lUlin uouse, as well aa ilie
purcnasc 01 their teats in mat body by
the representatives oi a ireo people by
n pledge to re rain from prosecution of tiio Kxe>utivc r m&lfeasanc and corruption in tno
past, which u might become their dutv, under
their oaths, not io evade. The counter-propositioumade by tuein lias Hie sanction of the tiua
pcop'.e oi lAHu&iau.i. ana *mie u cout.iius a forced
acquiescence in the existing government so loig

supported ly tue President, and a pleajje
not to disturb It lor past political action, would
leave tnem iroe to reap the irnlts oi the election
oi 1B7* by a cotisei vative organization Uqnoco of
the Hon i> atifi to punish crime and off1 nets
against Hie State, nlthouiM tne offender impnt lie
tlie head oi tne Male. I'll is last having been re*
Je -t< il the question *tan tla us it stood immediately
altct toe events ol Jaiiu-n> 4, l87o, with ius monitionaepeorient onion.re s. To wh«teter settlementtunt ttociy may tuaWo the people ol Loiiud*
ana will uow in ohcdunce to the national
will, tir* expressed by its representatives, wnateverii uuiy be, n tauiioi atritravaie tue condition
oi Louisiana, and u niiv ameliorate, even if the
recognition o: tue legal limine oi Kepreaentative*
is coupled with the c< utlrmeu recognition ol tue
usurping government, thus constituting a ir<>v-
errimeiit * uoae c >*oidiliat<i i rnnche», iroin their
diverse nnrt* complexion, may ierve M checks

5
upon the rtreMive «?>«orpti'.n of each other.
There m now in Lounluna, in t»iv> Atneric tn MnHf
o republican govertiui. iit, eir r lu lorm or mtv

>itncH. To guarantee one is the duty <>f > tinirre^s,
aud the reapunaitiiiiijr for the continued aoitene*
of UtfJ prerequisite to a state n the American
I Dion cannot be longer avoided w thoui the mokb
leariul dauger to tUj whole o ourautououiy.l'lie President hai asfc'd action in the
premises and the country a. Wo tetania it.
The aawl»*tou of 1'locbbacii on a pri-/i:i/ocu'cas-,
without the settlement ot the status of toe present
povcrnuieDt, wnl not advance matter*. :mt win
tend to their further complication. Tue American
people have right.v come to consider tnia settlementas 01 piiraiiiouiu Importance. 0"t as a qnec«
tlou of part* pontics out as one *tl ctiug the very
louuuati'itiK of reputiiii-ao yeerouient. ro their
voice Louisiana. the liatnedue victim of this
ffi vernmeutiii torture, ad.In i«r plaintive appeal to
all friends ol constitutional liberty throughout the
world to deliver iter irmn her p un.Wers and to
protect theuixeivcM irom future oppression anil
tvrannv, winch Une Uen them 111 tier own Demon.
Shall sue appeal iu vulu t The ..nswer rests wita
GoUgF***. K. . ZACHARIE.

BERGH'S ECCENTRICITY.

THE IMSTI'NITIKS AND PRIVILEGES OP THB
OR\MD Jl'BY INVADED.OPINIONS OK STANDARDWRITERS PEELCTO AMONG THE JURYMENAND THE LEOAli FRATERNITY.
The action of Mr. ItcrgQ in seudin? a <*ommuulcationto Mr. C. S. De.evan, .'orein in oi the Grand

Jury, which was dis.hareed oy Recorder Hackett
on Monday, severe)* reiiecuug upon that body :or
tailing to And an tmlicuueut In a aso presented
by li.m and In wbicn bo was interested as the
President of tbe society for me Prevention ot
Cruelty to Animals, has excited tie astonishment
even of those best acquainted witu the peculiars
ties 01 that eccentric philanthropist. The leeltng
Is becoming very pre\*.eiit. ami nowhere more so
than among tbe le^ai profession, that
this gentleman.armed with the extraordinarypowers which compliant legislatures
have conferred upon bun.has become a
monomaniac on the subject to which he has devotedhis life, and as such in flic » sucn annoyaucs
npon society as to make Ulrnscli alinust unbearable.Everywhere Ins extreme aeiioa has brought
discredit on the cai.se which ae represents, and
bis appearance or that, of tua employes lu court is
the Invariable signal (or a shrug or dissaiisiactlon
or a smile of contempt. At ttie same time It it
lair to state that tue good wtlch i.as t»ecn accomplishedby htm and the society which ho re pre.
scuta is very great, and the ouly rcgiet U that tu
conttiiunnce and Incu-ase should be jeopardized
by the course pursued. In vievr of tue good that
accomplished, his in.erlereuce with gentlemen's
couch horses.proveroislly tlif best taken caro of
animals In the world.un«t inner manifestations
ol his Kttoayncr&cte* have i> ea tomXiil
with a sort 01 ^ood uatured annoyance;
but his last movement, in aiming a blow
at an institution regarded by nil Kngmn-spenKlnie
people us owe ol the most sacrr-d. h.is aroused a
feellns ol Indignation, an tne very general hupn
Is entertained that Btotfdw Hukill willMim*
phatieaily vindicate tue majesty or the law in tho
uremics that it will tend to restrain the e*uli*!unr»nl ..f (»>. Ix ih. i.........

The existence irom hrne immemorial of thoss
Institutions uesiiii.ou to protect die liberty and
riguts or (.lie subject, of which i*e (iraud Jnry h
among the most pionitneot, Ilia had tne eir-ct o(
so lanill'ari/.in^ the .\ngio-Saxnn wirh theui tli.it
their real importance is apt to be lost sigh! 01. lu
order 10 a realization 01 the

E.VOliMirr OP THK OVFENTB
It may be well to consider what the (Jrand Jnry 19
and what the saieuuards aud immunities which
the law throws around it. Indnr our American
institutions mere is really no protection to tins
p rsonal security of the citi/.en uule«s the (irand
Jury in its original character nc it; ined strictlv.
Both br English law and In our ederal arid
Mate constitutions (.'ruiirf nt roviyious exist, tue
suostance 01 whica is mat no parson, except la
ca es arisinc in the military ud naval service,
sua.I tte held to an-wer for a capital or otherwise
liratuous crime, or for any offeuie above petit
larceny. unless he shall have been previously
cnarged on presentment or iDdictnx-nr of a Grand
Jury. It is one ol the oldest Saxou laws, aud in
Us fundamental character has ucver been
changed. The original oath of the crami Jury Is
a matter of common interest, one of the jury
would rise and take

TI1U KOLI.0WTNU OATH:.
Hear this, ve Jii«tJc«! I will xpa.ik the t uth of that

which v«,u (hall command me on the part of our L»rd
tlie Kiuu, nor will l lor .'iiiythinic omit 10 to do. So bcip
me lioa and thus* llnlv Is
At a later period, in order to secure a proper ad«

ministration 01 justice, not only were tne jury requiredto swear to uuke true presentment, but
that "the Commonwealth's couns-i. their leliows*
and their own. thev snail keep secret." The Jur?
arc 10 exauuB- all wuuesses to satisiy themselves
or the propriety of putting the ac> used 011 trial;
they are the aide juJues ol the credit and coufldeuceto which witues.ies oeloi e ttiem are entitled.
Ol the secrecy to be observed It extends to the
value given lu any case to the evidence ol the
witnesses aid to the conitnuaicatinBs 01 the jurors
to each other. Toe disclosure o' these lacts, unless
under the sanction or law, would rerdcr a jumr
liable to puuiMuuent t>r line or Imprisonment. In
order to secure a proper aisrnarve ol his duties
the juror Is surrounded by toe law with protection
against any interference ir>m etitslde influence.
To attempt to bribe, to irljrhten. to

INFIUkNUE BV TIlltKATS
of injury to his persou or reputation Is entirely
iiii.uuMi9KUt niui LUC 11u»nr111* 1 np:\iise 01 Ills
duties, and the law looks upon sucn action as
most reprehensible. His oatli of «eerecy prevents
htm from deiendlng hnnseli u«rnlut<t iinwst imputationsand to permit offensive redactions and
communications to be audre.-sed to tilui would
have a tendency to iilntnrb and divert him irom a
calm and impart!..! examination o. case* brougnt
beiore aim. lie represents t.ie discretion or the
t omtnonwealth as 10 whether the ends of public
justice «vlli JustHy an indictment many given case,
and the due discharge 01 his Unties Includes a right
to judge ot the motives and tue animus 01 parties
who make complaints.
These are the principles laid down and elabo*

rated by all the standaid legal writers on the subject,ana a consideration ot them must make it
apparent tint the Grand Jury s>stem would becomealtogether a laiiure if at the whim ot or
onder the misguided, though wed tnteutloncd,
judgment of any dissatisfied complainant, communicationsmav be addr**«ed 10 the Grand Jury
assembled, containing threats, criticisms or condemnatorycharires. It might as well be supoosed
tuat the administration of jnsic would »e possible11 at the close 01 every iriai auy dissatisfied
suitor was at liberty to arise in court and pour
out upon i>ie judge and Jury any reflections wnich
might suggest themselves t<> him or no might
choose to utter. The only avenues for communicationwith the Grand Jury, as long established by
law and precedent, are through tite Conrt ami
District Attorney, and the greater wor.de ll that
any man of intelligence in tuis age should ignore
this fact.

tltr pkklind op tub ittry.
Tnough the communication of the Grand Jury

upon the SHbject to liis Honor Recorder iiackett
was of tue mildest and most temperate character.
It was known tnrouirhout the court that tney were
affected D< a leelng ol proiouud indignation.
When questioned concermug it yesterday, ttie
foreman 01 tho jury, Mr. Christl.iu S. lielavan.
stated to a Herald reporter thai tne jury were
divided between a lee.lug of astonisiimeu: and iudiguaion. "1 do not, oi course, intend to betr.iv
the secrets of the jury room," he said, * but. as tn s
matter is beiore the public, 1 suppose 1 may properl»say that the leeling was v rv intense li.dee l.
.so much so that. learniR some action would be taken
which would ruflect UHereait «u ths body, I tried
to soothe the m.>re violent bv representing that
Hergti was carried away by his zeal m a good
cause, llie met Is be teems to tnink that conns
and Juries ou^nt to move in obe<uence to til iiod.
His manner in the per.ormance 01 his <1ihich Is not
agreeable and tends 10 rzcite antagonism toward
bun. Oi course, as we ound no old in tne case to
which lie relets tnere was r.o evidence to justify
one. Indeed me case had lets support in the evldeucethai is usual in tuose cases which arc
tniownout. The leeling throughout the communityIs becoming, 1 think, ratuer opposed to
Kergh; but of course thai had uo effect upon our
minds. There is scarce a grand jury ;.u: wuat
liergh is beiore it with his complaints,'arid thougn
no such leeilng was manifested atmmg u.i there
are those who regard him as little better than a
nuisance. There wasn't a shadow of testimony
wnicii would Justify the indictment of tue man
against w hoin he cotnp ained. Wny, even on the
snowing o. lnso tn witnesses the man was innocent.Of cnuise we lelt our integrity was impugned,but arc willing to leave our vindication in
tue hands of tue Court."

rkcordfcr nackett,
..... .. .|Mw^«>vuvii U|»wu inv ni»i«l WW mc tJ*

porter.."Aa 1 suioii iu my remarks yesterday,
no man lias a right to send a lonirmmic nion io
any grand Jary or receive any in; tin it ion of a
criminal inveaugation passing under tup c.insiderat.ouot tnat bodr, ami a person ho dninn h
KUiity 01 a couieiuiit 01 court. Mr. Klbrluge T.
licrry, counsel 01 tne Society or tlie Prevention ot
Crudity to Animal*, appeared bei«re mo 'his morulugat:d staled mat Mr. I.ergh wished to submit
certain affidavits concernm* what transpired in
tne Jury room, i said to inin that no maiier what
happened ti.ere it turuiahed no justification lor a
ciniiuuu'catiou of t ie character 01 teat addressed
to the foreman or ol aur caarat ter. Mr. Uerry ue>
Fired to have tlie hearing oa ti<e prevent,
meat of the Jnry regarding Mr. Ileign net
down for Honour, to woich I a^ree.l, with
the understanding that any affidavit* or otUer
papers In tne ca»e auoaid be served upon the InstrietAttorney on Friday. Wiat course Mr. Hergh,
unuer tne advice or hia connael or otherwise, may
see fli t«' fursue >n oider to pur<e klinseli of bis
cont-mpt I do not know and snail not until tn«
papers are placed before trie Court,''
Anioig the legal iratcmlty the lr»prc"lon Is

thin ^r. liergn. carried away oy a violent temper
and lu tuo eJicrci-o of small discretion, bus uu*
wittingly been iruilty of a very grave oilenro
against the taw and tne dignity of the Court, ai d
wtiii# a cellng ts'maniiesicd thai no very aivero
punishment anou d be rn-ied out to aim, ii is
hoped tne leaaon to be taagut him will nave the
effect oi ridding the cominuntly of m any of tne
pt'tty vexation* and ahuojaiicas to winca It l.aa
been suoiected by Aim Mid his aaielilie*.


